Final Project: The Balance of Work and School in College
Title: A college student balancing act
Angle: Human interest story about how college students juggle work and school life while still striving for their degree. 
Why is this newsworthy: Highlights many students struggle with every day and balancing the different aspects of life. 
Gracee Parker spends weekdays carefully uggling acts. As a college student who works 3-4 days a week as a waitress in her hometown, she commutes over 2 hours each way, sacrificing weekends and downtime to stay on top of classes and assignments.
“The hardest part is definitely the drive,” Parker said. “It’s tough to make the same commute and still keep up with everything i need to accomplish for school.”
Despite the challenges, Parker has developed strong time management skills. She completes homework during the day before heading to night shifts and leans on peers in classes for support. “Having friends to study with really helps,” she said. 
Her roommate, Gianna Barbour, has watched Parker’s dedication firsthand. “People don’t see all the invisible scheduling she does,” Barbour said. “Even after a long weekend of work, she pushes through and keeps up with her work. Her determination inspires me.” 
Balancing work and school have given Parker more than just academic discipline and success. “I feel independent having my own money and earning it,” she said. Barbour agrees: “She’s building resilience that will serve her in the future, even if it’s wearing her down sometimes.”
From early mornings to late nights, Parker has a story that highlights the challenges which many students face while working to pay for tuition. Her perseverance and organization are testaments to the determination required to achieve both educational and personal goals.
