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News Story #1
The federal government is a vital in the function of the United States. With a new fiscal year approaching quickly a government shutdown could possibly be underway. The unsettled business in congress has implications for citizens all over the United States. 
This potential government shutdown would be the first since President Trump’s previous term which was historical amongst other shutdowns. This has left many wondering what another shutdown under his presidency could bring.
The news has local implications that will affect everyday life for many. Lisa Downey, who is a supervisor at The Department of Veteran affairs in Wisconsin, will certainly feel the impact of a government shutdown.  “I am not happy about the thought of a government shutdown. My role would require me to continue working without pay, something I am not looking forward to at all,” Downey said. “Knowing there are some government employees who can continue working from home with pay upsets me. The time and dedication I devoted to my career for nearly two decades is valuable. The uncertainty of the duration of a government shutdown as a mother and homeowner is nerve-wracking. I’m hoping it doesn’t come to a government shutdown, but I truly don’t know what will unfold,” Downey also shared passionately.
Relations in congress do not just affect current politicians, elected officials, and government workers, but students studying politics and government relations are watching history unfold each day. Kianna Hodge, a Political Science major at the University of Wisconsin Madison, notes the difficulty of attending university amongst peers who cannot see past party differences. Hodge shared, “Attending classes where my instructors instruct us discuss relevant updates about our U.S. government is difficult. Some of my classmates have never actually discussed their viewpoints amongst others who oppose them. As we have these conversations things often become tense with the rejection to even hear my point of view.” Hodge continued about the displeasure of a recent conversation with a classmate, “With everything currently going on in congress, a classmate has made offensive comments about the role the democratic party will play in the potential government shutdown. He totally disregarded the instructor's prompt in order to make snarky comments. It’s hard to have constructive classroom conversations when the focus of some of my peers is on nitpicky party differences and not understanding policy.”
With the lack of movement of the bills necessary for the federal discretionary spending budget a full government shutdown looks to be in the distance. With different implications for different workers, next week could bring a variety of outcome for families all over the country.
