|Warhawks Fall to DePauw 26–23 in Snowy Playoff Thriller|
In nearly whiteout conditions at Perkins Stadium on Saturday, UW-Whitewater fell to DePauw 26–23 in the second round of the NCAA Division III playoffs on ESPN Plus.
Both teams struggled early in the heavy snow, the conditions played a huge part in this one, and the first quarter ended scoreless. DePauw struck first with a three-yard rushing touchdown, but the Warhawks answered fast. Quarterback Justin Klinkner dropped a deep ball with a perfect spiral over the middle to wide receiver Blake Haggerty for a 52-yard touchdown that tied the game 7–7. A late DePauw field goal sent Whitewater into halftime down 10–7.
The biggest spark for UW-Whitewater came from their defense. Early in the third quarter, linebacker Karsten Libby jumped a route, picked off a pass at the 30 yard line and returned it for a touchdown, giving the Warhawks a 14–10 lead. DePauw responded with the brotherly combination, a Scott-to-Robby Ballentine touchdown pass, the two brothers were on fire even the snow couldn’t cool them down, then Whitewater’s Seth Adams drilled a 40-yard field goal to tie the game 17–17 heading into the fourth.
With the snow still coming down heavily, DePauw took control again. A tipped touchdown catch near the back of the end zone, bobbled and juggled then caught, ruled good after Evan Pitzer came down near the sideline, pushed the Tigers ahead 23–17 with a blocked extra point attempt. Another DePauw field goal made it 26–17 with under five minutes to play.
Whitewater refused to quit. Klinkner hit Ethan Mitchell on a big gain across the middle, then found freshman Jacques Brooks on a 45-yard strike that turned into a score after the ball was tipped by the defense. The extra point was no good, leaving the Warhawks down 26–23.
The defense forced one last stop and gave the offense the ball back near midfield, but DePauw sealed the game with a late interception. Klinkner finished 16-of-22 for 221 yards and two touchdowns, while the Warhawks’ run game was held to just 20 rushing yards as DePauw advanced and Whitewater’s season ended at 8–3. What a finish.  
	
	



